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STEVE GABOURY'S LIVEWI RE
NEW STUDIO HAS ROOM FOR KEYBOARDS, CREATIVITY

by David Weiss

Wh.en ts a praject studis nat a project studia? When tlse st:udia you're taLking
abaut is Livewire Troducttnn & Recarding {New YCIrk {ity, ttww.livevvtrenyc.

com), the audia headquarters af Stev* Gaboury.
The keyfuoardist for tyndi Lauper" praLifrc arnnge* praducer and highty

seasoned engineer, Gahoury may refer to his 1,600-square-taatkatity in the
deep ssuth af tianhattan as a "'praject studi*," but for him and his dients,
its actuaLLy an expanstve ar+nsts-frrst wsmb far the incufoattan at warLd-cLass
pop, jazz, saundtracks and beyand. "1 reaLLy hke ta have the studia represent

a pltace where the music and the musinans come first,*

says the easyEaing iabaury.'2 aLways want my engineers

ta take an the mtndset af tfue rnusician: Wha{s Eoing to
insgire them and fanLitate them mming up vnth the best
musicthey passibly mn7 That's versus what.l see z* *ther
studias, where a producer wLL *pend twu-and-a-hal,t haurs

*tfifing up a mic, focusing an the tecknical, asperrs and
burning the music sut."

Burnout seems next to impossibte at Livewire, with its

casually Zen atmosphere that reflecG the lower-key Tnbeca

environs where it was established by tabaury in 1995. k

studio opentar of some sort or another sinc* his first" tast

Vitlage fling in 7987 {"My otd space was kind af a toft bed

that expanded into a studio,"' he says.), the Gnmmy-nomi-
nated Gaboury won the right to own a real hlew Yark City
recording home through persistence and an aLways-keen

ear. The result is a skylight-kjssed facitity with a main tive

Livwtfte lwrcr Gobwry's 7-W Steinwry and n*ltiple

kryfurds-a mcessity hr tfu muricionfpducer"

Hamnand d3" WurLt?:en Fender Rhades" {Lawnet.".s*

that 1 and alher 'xeybaard players, camp*ser* ard

singerfsongw*ters rauLd da tlheir thinE."

*efar* the nusic*for a clienL rost*r that has in-

cLuded Gatc Barbien, Lauper, {ledeski, N,\ar** &W**d,

*abby ?rewte and Lenny White*hits the *igid*sign

Yre Taats HD3 systenn {wtlh a 792 T/0 tnterface}, it

usuatly passes thraugh Livewire"s Tndent Series 7A 28x52x16 cansaL*" 'ihe

Series 70 is the tittle brother of the {assic 8A board, but it has +,he sane

electronics and ifs a little smaLLer," says $abaury. "I'tove it because i'is hnd

af the worktngman's Neve: It s warm, definitety not thin or transistcry seund-

ing; i{s gat a Lot of neatta it.

"1. anLy have eight fstereoj outputs, sa I1m mixing mare and r'*re in the

box. One advantage of that ts if l go out for three weeks *ath. ty*di,7 ran

Leave llhe mix here, and when I come back ifs nght wher* I'teft. aft" **t t*e

other thing T've l"aved abo*st warking in Pro Taat* is tkat- wher' V ge *n t*e

raad and my rki*f engineer, thns Agosto, is vtorktng here '*,ntk a cLient, they

can tamr in and da vacals, andl knaw 7'v* Left"lhs nix f*r them exa*Lv t**

way tr want+"hem ta hear it""

T* {tab*ury, ane at the k*ys t* hts musirtarss-first p*iLasaptty c*nes wa a

*eadphane mix an the Furman HRfr'-T& headphane/audia renrute ntx*r that

affers nawmuff ftexibiLity dun*E traektng" 'Ifue Furman gives y*t: eight t*di-

vtdual" *uts and can send etl*tts"frack," **t*s Gabaury. "Before tkis syst*m,

T had sa nany prabLems oveT tb,e y*ars wtth manitoring-the m*E*" *i{ficc}'*,

part of the s*ssians was r*aLLy straightening the ?:eadphone mixes.77,* **?*,-

76 just speeds the whoLe thtng up because each nrusician cvstam*mix*s

exactly what tfuey wa*t Lo h*ar, a*d the engin*er can facus that" rnwch m*r*

on the ather I miLLta* thi*qs he has tq think abeut"'"

So a pr*i*ct studiu 'ttv*wire tsn't,lnstead, lar iabaury ard ?he arts&

whe seek htw. aut, i{s samethinq m*th *igger. "l Love pLayirzg Live and T

fove recordifig," he says.'ia rne, recorriing is orhe apportunity t* ph*tngraph

music. If you've got the patience, ya* can getit as you drean*d and-with

room, drurc booth, two vocat booths and*mast important to Gaboury-a
control room with pl.enty nf space folideas and stretching out"

"Every studio that i had in the past, 3 ended up enlarging the contraL

room three timesl" he says with a laugh" "9rrt se nuch qt the work js in the

control raam that I designed Livewire around it",T:m a keyboard player, but

before this I never had roam ts have my argan-ny dream for this place was

tc have a tutl.kevbaard xtudia T:hat cauLd hald mu v-fsCIt Stejnwav $rand,

Vocal booth with "borrowed ligh( windows
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any luck-get it better."


